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cn of EDpmuzen, from the commencement 1 
olf Mx Lavaz's Adminiſtration, to the pr - 
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ERMIT me to addreſs you; on this 

| .. occaſion, with a freedom that you 

cantiot interpret into petulance. Men of 


* 


intelligence obſerve, with regret, that the o- 


| pulent and ambitious are almoſt the uniform 


and attention are ſo much abſorbed by the 


modes and fopperies of the beau monde, or 


by the multiplicity of objects which neceſſa- 


'rily.;reſylt from a great fortune, that, tho? 


their intentions may be upright and honou- 


rable, they have not leiſure to think for 
themſelves, or to employ their own. judge- 


ments, even in matters of the higheſt mo- 


7 


by DEDICATION. 


ceſſity of truſting to others, both for the 
truth of facts, and for the manner of con- 
ducting themſelves in their tranſactions with 
mankind. It is to this circumſtance, I am 
perſuaded, and not to any ſuperior inclina- 
tion to vice, that the characters of ſo many 
of our great men have the appearance of i in- 
_ conſiſtency and of folly. 4 
I have not the honour of your acquain- 3 
tance; but, Sir, from the opinion of thoſe 
who are able to judge, I believe that the 
principal ſource of "your political errors 
ſhould be attributed to the igfieranee and 
ſelfiſhnefs of thoſe wWhem you Have UnHr- 
tunately found it neceſſary to employ.” Phat 
the late infamous manoeuvres, Which have 
ſo much and ſo vniverſally diſguſted the in- 
Babitauts of this city; of all ranks and Gefio= 
minations; originated From the advice Ad 
perfuaſion of M- Gilbert Lawrie, is atteſted 
by the publicationsboth of Provoſt Stodart'®, 
Os Railte' Walke T. 1 cl them Js: ' 
ee "Provet "Sibaares* Anſwer to Beine Wha : 
Lars Ert letter, . : TE 
* See Baillie Walker's firſt Jeter, 4 1;F 
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manacuvres, becauſe they have 3 the 


public character of this. antient metropolis, 2 
below that of the mot inſignificant and moſt 
corrupted borough in Scotland. This it 
could never be your intention to effect. 
But, allow me to tell you, it has been a con- 
ſequence of the counſels you have followed. 
ente informed An. that ved . 
the opprobrigns r ee ſtate into which 
the former had brought it, was ultimately di- 
_ reQted againſt. your political intereſt. To | 
this information. you too eaſily gave credit, 92 
and anxiouſſy conducted your: affairs as if 
they had been in the moſt deſperate ſitua- 
tion, while no other intention exiſted, than 
| to render your glory more ſplendid, by con- 
ferring on you the repreſentation of a free 
and generous people, in place of giving 
you! the domiy Ic 4 5 llaves and an wan, 
855 "Matters reg. now, indeed, ſuffered a 
* — The beſt of men have their paſ- 
ions. | When Provoſt Stodart, and his 
Ros ee friends 


7 friends found gra acipifed and 1 abuſed, 
though they amounted to a conſiderable ma- 
jority in council, they were aſtoniſhed; But, 
when they diſcovered the real cauſe; and the 
Thameful deſertion of Bailie Walker, and 


other two pretended friends, furpe iſe ab 


: ny” converted into reſentment.” 


It is in this manner, Sir, chat your EY 
ment has been impoſed upon; it is by the 
Jealouſy and falſe infinvations of intereſted 
A men, that you "have. been ſo far infatuated 
| 48 to convert a numerous train og Hrn ad 
5 Feſpedtable friends, i into tlie mot determined 
enemies. Before this ara; To! Humilia ating 
to the annals bf Edinburgh; your intereſt in 
the town was immoveable*: : Its foundation 
now totters 3 ; Aid, unleſs you quickly ſubmit 
the direction oy your Wen eren men, 
Its fall is inevitable. 257” oh DF d gains 
Aſp; however," you eas to ſubmit your FA 
"i terminations to evil counſellots; if you diſ- 
cover a defire”'t6 recover the honour of the 
5 town, by cherining the meaſures: propoſed 
by” « the ' friends" you have E lately loſt; N 
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you be active in forwarding the emancipa- 
tion of the incorporated trades from the ſla- 
very impoſed on them by the ſet or conſti- 
tution of the borough ; you may poſſibly re- 
ſtore yourſelf to the affections of the citi- 
zens, and find, with a pleaſure you never 
formerly experienced, the return of your po- 
litical influence. 
Pardon, Sir, my „„ in thus of- 
fering theſe hints to your conſideration ; and 
believe me to be, 0 


: 8 I R., ' ; 5 | 3 
Tour reſpectful, and 
Moſt obedient ſervant, 


The AUTHOR. 
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O excite diſſention among individuals is 


vu not the object of the following pages. 1 


belong to no party 3. and I haye no private inte- 


reſts to ſerve. I have long obſerved, with regret, 


a gradual degeneracy in the principles and con 


duct of our rulers; and therefore think myſelt 


called upon, as a member of the community, tb 
publiſ my remarks, hoping they may be of ſome 
| ſervice to the city of my nativity. But, though 


IL mean to be candid, if, in the eourſe of my in- 


; quiries, any culprits riſe up to view, they muſt in- 
dulge me in freedom of remark, This is a pri- 
ullege common to every eitigen; and, wherever 
treachery or miſmanagement appear, it is a vir- 


| tue to TIT * expoſe the delinquents. 
3 | A 


6 


(716: 
; A few obſervations on the nature of perſonal 
and political honour, will prepare the reader for 


drawing ſuch concluſions as will naturally ariſe | 


from a proper repreſentation of facts, and will 
enable hin to form a judgment derived from 
the principles of moral obligation. 


Honour originally ſigniſied dignity or high rank. 


It is now very generally employed for magnani- 
mity, nobleneſs of mind, and a ſovereign con- 


tempt of every ſentiment or action that infers any 


degree of meanneſs or of turpitude. He who, 


upon every little injury, real or ſuppoſed, 'infiſts 


upon the ultimate ſatisfaction of a brace of piſtols, | 
is more frequently a fool or a maniac than a man 


of honour; an appellation which includes every 
quality that can adorn. human nature. A man 
of honour, according to this acceptation, will nei- 


ther truckle nor break his engagements in the 
common. intercourſe. of ſociety. He feels the 


full force of every virtuous ſentiment z and he 
acts agreeably to his feelings. No motive, how- 
ever flattering, can corrupt his fidelity; his heart 
revolts againſt every ſpecies of diſhoneſty. The 
meanneſs of prevarication, and of palliating baſe- 
neſs by perfidy, are to him peculiarly deteſtable. 
| Neither 4 is this character, when it appears in life, 


i 1 2 


n * ; 


„ _ 
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neglected by the world. A man of honour ne- 
ver fails to receive approbation; and, when he 
dies, his memory is adored by poſterity. Theſe 
principles, it is obvious, are of univerſal obliga- 
tion. Let us inquire, whether any particular fi- 
tuations or nene can 1 an e 


ment of them. 1 r e 


The welfare of every community | ds. up-. 
on tlie conduct of thoſe who are intraſted wirh 
its privileges.” The idea of every ſpecies of go- 
vernment implies reſpe& and ability, as well as 
ſtrlet honor and inviolable integrity. Nagl 
ſtrates are raiſed, by their ſtation, above the or- 


| dinary citizen, ho naturally loolks* up to them 


as patrons of rectitude. Their fidelity is pledged, 
in a public and folemn manner, to the conſtitu- 
ents who have honoured them with their ſuffra · 
ges, and delegated them for the manage ment of 


their rights. Political honour, therefore, is, ik 
poſſible, of a more ſacred nature than perſonal. 


When a man, in private life, ſullies bis character 


by meanneſs or deceit, a diſcoyery 1 is certain rum 
to his reputation. He is regarded as an object 
of abhorrence, but never of compaſſion: If his 
pretenſions to virtue and to ſanctity have been for. 
merly bigh, mankind aſſign him a double portion 


of 


(1) 
of contempt and averſion. This puniſhment is 
ſevere ; but it is juſt, and the ſtrongeſt barrier 
fixed by · nature againſt the vices of individuals. 
As political honour is equally binding, and the 
evils conſequent upon a . of it more exten 
ſtye and attrocious, the puniſhment infſicted by 
public opinion, it is natural to think, would be 
proportionally augmented. Experi howe-' 
ver, teaches us the reverſe, Political honour. i is 
ſo low | in its value, as to have given riſe to the 


deteſtable maxim, That a wan may be honeſt | 


in his private intercourſe with ſociety, and a pro- 


_ felled. Inavs in politics! This maxim, though 
300 common)y adopted, is an indelible character 


af depravity, and an eccrnal diſgrace to every 


228 man wha employs i it, But, if his practice ſhould 
correſpond. with the principle, he merits every 


— enſure that the laws can infli, and every mark 


8 of infamy from che hne crear deer 
preſents. 5 4 


The lain. of this n maxim n it in not ai 


fuk r na 18 the hure, er 


n rere — F " Wealth, ſuddenly: ae. 
quired, is not only the parent of infolence, bas af 
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 eorruptidn,. Men bf moderate kathi Jan 

not of purchaling influence with gold. If they 
with to acquite fame, if they "are [dtribitions of 
power, they muſt cultivate thoſe taletts und vit 


tues which attract the eſteem of maakind. N- | 


ture, for the wiſeſt purpoſes, has diverſified both 
_ the talents and the paſſions of men,” To ſbme 
ſhe has given elevation of ſentiments. and à ſupe - 
rior ſtrengrh vf judgment: 10 others ide has 
aſſigned a more limired portion of abiliry, and 
_ diſpoſitions of an inferior kd. Harmony amt 
fubordtnation in ſociety, are the reſults of this A. 
verſity of talents, and of tempers Government 
and laws, therefore, derive their 6figi from the 
ſtructure af the human mind the futies of Ma; 
giſtrate and eitiaen become objects of reaſuning, 
and admit of an e inveſtigation. Ia magi- a 
ſtrate loſes the eſteem of the. citizens by ſelfiſhe 
neſs, by inſolenge,.or. hy partial meaſures: if his 
views be contracted, and his paſſions irregular ; 

jf he diſpenſes his favours, hot on the worthy 
and intelligent, but on paraſites and amen; of lit 

de minds; if public: ſpirit, and a regard % be 
„ profperity and happineſs of the dommunity, be 
PE e Van ant . e af 
he 


( 14.) 


8 h power by RE cunning, x by; deceit, 
or by holding out lucrative views to the needy, 
and worthleſs; if he quanders the money of the 


public, and neglects the general intereſt of his 


conſtituents; inſtead of reſpect, he merits no- 


thing but infamy and reproach. t: bo 
- Theſe general refleQions, have ariſen "00g mY . 
tending to the late political combuſtion in the city 


of Edinburgh, of which I am now about to lay an 


impartial account before my fellow- citizens. To 


accompliſh this purpoſe with the greater facility, 


I muſt take a retroſpective view of the principles 


and conduct of the magiſtracy e the bee ' 


niſtration of Me Laurie x. 


The magiſtracy and affairs of this ancient me- 
tropolis have been under the direction of Mr 
Laurie about ſixteen years. To inquire into his 


origin, or how he roſe into power, & is unneceſ- 


| r, wy 0 ee His ele. 


. 5 vatiqn 
*** 4 3 4 3 
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This e bone did; ti forgive me 
for taking the liberty of mentioning their names. Scores 
aud daſhes embarraſs the reading, and are apt to miſlead 


the ignorant. Beſide, as my object is utility, were I to bę 
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vation was not ſudden : It was the effect of a 


perſevering attention to the arts of inſinuation 


and addreſs. Even his warmeſt friends will not 


alledge, that he acquired influence by a ſuperio- 


rity of talents, by the voice of popular applauſe, 
or by amiableneſs of diſpoſition. He, at laſt; how- 


F ever, obtained the management ot the political 


intereſts. of the town; and it is peculiarly diſtrel- . 
ſing to the inhabitants, that, from an abſurd and 
iniquitous paper, called the /et the borough *, 

when a man onee gets the direction of the coun- 
cil, vhatever his demerits may be, to deprive him 


Laurie, accordingly, in oppoſition. to the united 
ſentiments of the citizens, excepting, perhaps, 


ſuch men as he occaſionally dragged out of ob- 


ſeurity to ſupport his adminiſtration, has pres 
ſerved the ſole. Wanagement of the city pg | 


the period above mentioned, 


It is natural to aſk, what advantages have been 


derived to the community from a reign fo long, 
4 and _ e ? Ny citizen who reads this 


. 5 "0 3 


4255 if. 


N = of this Paper L ſhall afterwards; have occaſion. to take 
fome notice. p | 


ae, 
\ 


_s 3 
queſtion, wil boch around him with: im wy 
He will-confult: his recollection and his experi | 

ane but in Mig: No traers of liberality,/ of pu · 

ble ſpirit, or of diſinteteſtadneſo, are to be ſoumd. 

Our revenaic: has been ſhamefully ſquandered; 


* 
| „ 


* 
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Niaers in the gift of the- town have burn laviſſied, 
not upon the honeficitizens, who have long contrl- 
buted; by tlieir induſiry, andi by the payment of 
W ta the potions re e ä 
„ Pe de es Ear weak political y- 
| mant. 
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The nem bridge, which was origi 
nally; projected! byra late public ſpirited ma- 
Staate was infampully bungbed in the ez. 
v e EIS IIa "4 hs 


3 


. 1 e tnvidious to mention patGculars: The 
Au has only to reflect on the places that have lter 7 
| become yacant, and a i > et rect 
[ -Pickawaws ee, e e on x FRAY 


eee een Bridge, the oniginal defect of 
- .which;are not to this day fully reQified. . The maſon- 


- work, it is ſaid, amounted to ſome ü 1 And, after 
the fatal cataſtrophe, a ſanding committee was inſtituted, 

"th full powers to hold meetings, "and ti to 5 eat: and drink as 

often, and as much of the town's revenue as they pleaſed. 


| 


The 
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This uſeful work, inſtead of being carried on 
with propriety and attention, was proſtituted! in- 


to a political job; and its fall and imperkeckions 


were fatal to the lives of ſeveral worthy mhabi- . 


| tants, beſide the loſs of many thouſand pounds 
to the city. The progreſs of the New T own 
| Has received repeated checks from the narrow 
neſs of his underſtanding, and the perverſerieſs | 
of his diſpoſition. His frequent attempts to op- 
preſs the gentlemen who have already built there, 
_haye given. riſe to many vexatious laweſuits, the 
| expehices of which were defraved out of the 
funds of the toun. He has allowed the harbour 
of Leith,” Which, a few years ago, would have 
been eaſily repaired” for 4 firall ſun, torun ints 
ſuch à ruinous Rate; that a very great" n 
will now be neceſſary to accomphſſy thar-purpoſe! 
He has obſtructed every rational ſcheme” of im- 
8 provitig the ſeveral roads and aventues that lead 
to the city. This wan has ncyer diſcover- 
oe che ſmalleſt indlindtion' of * being uſeful to 
ot 94% 755 18 20/54" 2/140 1-409 + the 
The ravern- Fil of this bridge carmmittes, it lags, 
ampunted to an enormoοι ſum.” ' An/ excellent mode of 
refunding the money loft by the fall of che bridge! It is 
preciſely che ſame ſpecies of -conomy,! as if a man who 
loſes, by neglect, one half of his fortune, ſhould drink, the. 
other, in © arder to make good the deficiency, | 


4 
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the community. His ignorant dependant look - 
up to him as a great politician z and yet he has 
never had the capacity: of engaging popular af-. 
— — His projects have been uniformly de- 
The ſpirit of the people fruſtrated him 

in Ne lite attempts to augment our taxes by 2 
poor rate, and by additional tolle. But it is 
painful to enumerate the many blunders he has 
committed, and the long train of his dark, politi- 
cal enormities: To ſum up the whole, his admi- 
niſtration has been invariably conducted on nar- 
row and {fiſh principles, . Of political honour, 
be ſeems never to have conceived. an idea. He 
has twice had the nomination of a member to re- 
preſent us in parliament, and he has been re 
warded with five hundred pounds a year, and 6 
leyated to a ſcat on a reſpectable board, beſide the 

8 emoluments ariſing from the office of King's A. 

5 pothecary, Ke. His ambition and avarice, it 
"would As Are: never to be gated. He n 

a amanity, "pains meaſumes e its inte- 
_ reſt; and utterly repugnant to the ſentiments of 
every wiſe and virtuous inhabitant. But the pe- 
riod of his fall, I am confident, is not now far 
diſtant. The burgeſſes and different incorporated 
| trades, have it in their power” to annihi late his 
89 influence, | 


SE EE 


influence, and to diſmiſs him perpetually. from 
riched with the ſpoils. of borough. politics. The. 
method of accompbihing this. defirable end, I 
ſhall afterwards explain, to the ſatisfaction of the 
public: And, when the event happens, Mr Lau- 
rie will have the mortification of ſeeing his. tall 
= n they 0 mn. a much 
"Thought MEL che at now eue, a ca- 
rital/ object in the hiſtory. of the preſent-political - 
: ferment, the reader will find him er nor- * 
conſpicuous figure in the hack ground. 
| Provoſt Stodart has been our chief RN 
for theſe laſt two years. It is-fafficient to obſerve”. 
: of him, that hie principlesand-conducthave been 
the reverſe of thoſe: of Mr Laurie. He is\now!' 
ſueceeded by a: gentleman uhoſt integrity can 
oy be equaled by his bberality. It is Andes 
ſary, therefore, to remark; that his nomination: 
to the office of Lord Proyoſt, maſt have bern 
| : peculiarly, diſguſting to Me Laurie. He aceer- 
dingly ſet evety darlæ engine to work, in order to 
| operate: Mr' Kiacaidio defent, e 
eee „ 


9: T8 te toe! 5 


| — Right ELON Alexander Gall Eſq; 
ert Lord Provoſt of the ity of 5 


L 


— —ů ; " 
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Provoſt Stodart, ſoon after his admiſſion to the 
_oflice of chief magiſtrate, being fully ſenſible of 
the ſcandalous miſmanagement of the towns af. 
flaäirs, and of the diſgrace it had for many years | 
a jncurted, from the ignominious'manner in which 

the mãgiſtrates and council had been annually. 
| nominated, propoſed! of wh of 'reformation. He 
' wiſtied to ſee the ma magiſtracy and council filed, 
not with the be. the literate, and the needy 85 
part of the citizens, but with men whoſe probity 
and liberal principles were known to the inhabi- 
tants? He ſaw the difficultics he bad to encoun- 
ter. He knew the low and illiberal arts that 
would be employed to fruſtrate. every intention 5 
of wreſting power out of the hands of men who 
never felt a ſentiment of generoſity. He ſtill, 
however, keſolved to diſcharge his duty. He 
communicated his plan to ſome of the moſt re- 
ſpectable members of council; and the inte- 
grity and nobleneſs of his views, at once 17 
ed him à conſiderable majorit re. Cu 
| So early as the beginning of laſt winter, Provo. | 
: Stodart, in a converſation: with Mr Laurie, pro- 
* poſed Alexander Kincai@; Eſq; to be his ſucceſ- 
bor in the office of chief magiſtrate. To which, 
it would * that Mr Laurie "ns! his i : 
GH DH, een aldetrom! Ac. : 0 | | 
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cember, went toLondon, and waited on Sir Lau- 
rence Dundas, when, to his utter aſtoniſhment; 

- Sir Laurence ſhowed him a letter from the ſame 
Mr Laurie, recommending Mr John Dalrymple 
to that office f. This is a ſtriking example of 


Mr Laurie's political-/ honour, and deſerves tobe 
recorded for. the benefit of. poſterity. Sir Lau- 
rence, in order to cement all differences, promi- 


ſed to be in Edinburgh in the months of May or: 
June, and aſſured Provoſt Stodart, that no- 
thing ſhould be done contrary to his inclinations f. 
When that time arrived, however, Sir Laurence 
did not appear; and Provoſt Stodart, in the 
month of Auguſt, went to Sir Laurence's feat at 

Aſk-hall, where he laid before him the liberal 


plan of management he had concerted, and ſhow- 


ed him, that his principles were agreeable to the 
. ideas of uo. thirds of the council; he demon- 
ſtrated, in the ſtrongeſt manner, that it was Sir 
Laurence's intereſt, as well as that of the commu. 
nity,.to adopt this new and reſpectable ſyſtem of 
e Bt Sir nme i that 
Fo 8 his 
8e bean, Wale. fr aer 0 ProvolStodart 
ves. 1 
141 See Provoſt Stodart's — to Ballie Walker,” 
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- ions vas engaged in favour: of Ic Dal, 
_ rympls;; and that he would by no e ales, as 
reſolution. to ſupport him. 

During all chis time, Provaſt Stodart's Kandy 
in the council were ſteady and actie. 

+ Tho great man at laſt arrived | in n Edindurgh, 4 
ol Provoſt Stodart's warmeſt and moſt noify ad- 
| herents, were at once converted into bitter and 
_  implacable enemies. The very appearance of 
| e Laurence medi faſcinate their under - 
dings, and to lull their conſeienees allecp. 
Their diſgraceful deſertion, however, rouſed the | 


reſentment of the public, The voice of clamour 


and of exceration beeame-loud and generali Ihe 


nent ——— CO ad the e ; 


alba "What: e eos nd in 
the minds of the young and inexperienced, - w 
man who had the audacity to break the moſt ſo. 
lemn engagements, and who is- univerſally. res; 
garded as the cauſe. of the ſame crime. ho other 


two members of council. But ſuch men were 


Ignorant of the real character of Bailie Walker. 


we * appearance as a magiſtrate, like his 


ey | 


Mr —ͤ—y— —_—_——— 


— 
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« 23 5 
felt, his been marked with 3 


5 uon. Religion, indeed, or rather the unhappy 
| divifions of our; church, be has aniformly laid: | 
hold of to cover the heat and folfithnefs of his: 
temper. - u will not cafily. be forgot, that, not 
many years ago, the farious aral of Bailis Wal⸗ i 
ker was exerted in oppoſition to the ſettlement of 


4 worthy, reſpectable, and able clergyman. Nei- 


their can it be forgot, that this boiſterous wie 


fruitleſs oppoſitidn,.cxtrafted above! two tloufatt 
pounds from the coffers : of the Good Town? 


This ie a remarkable inſtance of the ſervices 
ee e 


Walker! May Providenre for ever defend the 


Ng e eee 


; ſtrate! 8 Th: |; -- 
Jt u e eee is u 
able to diſtinguiſh real religion from intemperste 


'zoal and hypocritical pretenſions. It is {fil} more 


to be regretted, that the upright and well-difpine 
ſed, are entremely averſe (o abündem à mam 
whom they have been accuſtomed to revort for 
| his ſcemingly {ſuperior ſanctity. This ia a fault 
but it is a fault which originates from a genes 
rous principle. A wol eiten kd betfer- 
cer the depravity of his neighbour. 1 
But to _ to Mr Walker: The ene Oc» 
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. eaſidned bby his late appearance in the magiſtracy 


in tecent; but tlie impreſſions it has made on 
the minds: of his fellow citizens will never be el 
radicated. From the firſt letter he printed in de- 
fence. of his character, which he conceived to be! 
injuredby the voice of the public, it appears , that | 
ced with Provoſt Stodart, ©that-the-magi- | 


e tracy ought to be on a broader bottom; and 


< that none but men of reſpectable charucterrn 


ſhould be elected to the magiſtracy, provided 5 


+ 


only they were friends to Si Laurence Dundas? 
The caution and guardedneſs of the expreſſion 


are here worthy, of remark. By this paſſage he 


eyidently, means that he wiſhed to have the inde⸗ 
pendency, of the eouncil aſſerted; that the differ- 
ent incorporations ſhould have the ſole privilege 
of delegating their own members; and, that the - | 
Magiſtracy ſhould no longer conſiſt of time. er- 
ving tools, but be filled up witli the moſt reſpec- 
table of the-citizens. He, accordingly, pledged 


his honour, that, in conjunktion with Provoſt = 
Stodart and his friends, he would do every thing 
in his power to accompliſn 'this'deſireable end. 


His activity and diligence gave credit to the fins 
_” of bis intottions,” till e pe or Sir 
1 en gi N i 5 V * Lau- 
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Laurence- 8 attival. What paſſed between him 


and the Baronet muſt be left to conjecture and 
conjectures have been made, But it is undeni- 


able, that, ſoon after Sir Laurence's appearance 
in Edinburgh, Bailie Walker not only deſerted 
Provoſt Stodart, but acted for the oppoſite party, 

whom he formerly pretended to abhor, with al! 
the fervour of a zealous politician, To account 
for this ſtrange and diſhonourable conduct, and 
to ſave a reputation of which he foreſaw the ruin, 
he affects to have made a recent diſcovery, that 

Provoſt Stodart meant to ſubvert the intereſt of : 
Sir Laurenee, and to ſubſtitute that of a certain 
Nobleman in the neighbourhood of the city. 


This ſtands flatly contradicted, not only by Pro- 


voſt Stodart's anſwer to Mr Walker's firſt letters 5 
but by evidence which riſes ſuperior to every ſu- 
ſpicion, namely, the written and ſubſcribed teſti- 


mony of that Nobleman himſelf &. Can Mr Wal- 


ker ſeriouſly imagine, that the bare aſſertions of 


| little truckling borough politicians will preponde- 


rate againſt the authenticated evidence of men 
of honour andi integrity! 5 


But it is needleſs to lay hold "af 0 extraneous 


by proofs « of Mr * s breach. of engagement. 


D | The 


'®. See Provoſt Stodatt's anſwer to Mr Walker's firſt 
letter, p- 5, and 6. 


(368. 9 
Ihe intrinſic evidence ariſing from his own de- 
fence, is ſufficient to convince every human crea- 
ture of his guiit, 42 | 

Mr Walker agrees, C ac none bur men of 

* reſpectable charaflers ſhould. be admitted into 

* council, provided only they were friends. to Sir 

5 Laurence Dundas “' The abſurdity of this paſ- 
ſage can only be equalled by its impudence. Has 
Bailie Walker loſt his ſenſes as well as his politi- 
cal honour? ? ls he ſo groſsly ignorant of human 
nature, as to imagine, that men of reſpectable 
characters would accept of a ſeat in council, un- 
der the baſe and ignominious reſtriction, of YO» 
ting and acting, not according to their own ideas 
of rectitude, but to gratify the inclinations, and 
_. to ſerve the yiews of any particular perſon ? From 
the moment that a man enters into ſuch engage» 
ments, he proſtitutes his underſtanding and his 

| honour; he extinguiſhes every feeling of gene. 
roſity and of juſtice; he becomes a mere auto- 
maton, a puppet of fleſh and blood, and ſubjects | 
both ſoul and body to the movements, not of 
his own conſeience and judgment, but of the 
will, and perhaps of the vices, of the man to 
and he © WINE a aerifice fo degrading to hu- 
nk os, Ih manity. 
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bs hy ) 
manity. * theſe be Mr Walker's hallowed ide- 
us, concerning the ingredients that form e pecta- 
ble characters among men, he ſhould have buri- 
ed them in the darkneſs of his own heart: The 
publication of them can anſwer no purpoſe, but 
to contaminate ſtill farther the minds of bad men, 
I any not ignorant, that ſuch” puppets ah ſyco- 


phants exiſt in the town-council of Edinburgh; 
and it is equally certain, that, in the late political 


conteſt, Bailie Walker repeatedly exerted his in- 
fluence, and W his e to e their 
number . 0 D | | 
'But, let us 5 a little farther to Mr Wal 
ker's political principles, which he has been ſo 


_ infatuated. as to publiſh in defence of his conduct. 


My original concert, he remarks , was, 
© It, That the offices of magiſtracy ſhould be 


filled with men of reſpectable character. 


ed, That they ſhould be friendly t to the inte. 
* *reft of Sir Laurence Dundas. 9 
"And; 34, That Mr Kincaid and Mr Elder, | 


6 un were © 19 dered : as: Seen both theſe qua- 
879 | e . e 


1 of this 1 has Sire be 1 n his voting 
- for Tromas SOMMERs,. and 4% of, Perhaps, rave 
merit and reſped 2 

1 Firſt letter, p. 2. 


oy 


. 
« lifications,ſhould be fixed upon; Mr Kincaid for 
the office of chief magiſtrate, and Mr Elder for 
© dean-of-guild.” 

The firſt principle, that the ctr ſhould 
be men of repute, has the air of candour and li- 
berality. It likewiſe implies that the magiſtracy, 
while under the management of Mr Laurie, was 
filled with men whoſe characters were not ſuf- 


wh 3 4 


._ Nour, In all this * wil be heartily ed by 
every intelligent citizen. But the ſecond. prin- 
ciple, that they ſhould be friendly to the intereſt 
of Sir Laurence Dundas,” is perfectly inconſiſtent 
with the firſt. Can any man, who is not a knave, 
delegate, for a courſe of years, his conſcience. and 
his judgment, in matters that regard the public, 
to the will of another ? Though his opinion of 
the perſon, for whoſe intereſt ſuch an. unreaſon- 
able demand is made, ſhould be favourable, when 
he lays himſelf under the iniquitous obligation, can 
he foreſee, with certainty, that this man will con- 
tinue, for any indefinite period, to merit the ſame 
regard? Men of real virtue are often ſuſpicious | 
of being betrayed by their own paſſions and preju- 
dices; but never dream of becoming ſureties for the 
perperual wiſdom and reQitude of others, of 
| 1 


1 29.) 


| whoſe fortitude and virtue, from FA 8 artd 
ſituation in life, it is impoſſible they can have 
any adequate knowledge. Bailie Walker, howe- 
ver, has an eaſy method of ſolving all difficulties 
of this kind. If his firſt political principle will 
not correſpond with the ſecond, he lays it aſide. 
If men of reſpect promiſe. not to do whatever 
they are commanded by Sir Laurence Dundas, 
or his adviſers, he will not admit them into the 
council, but adopts others of an oppoſite, charac- 
ter *. 


| From 


* Previobs to "the election of 80 metchant-counſcllorg, 
Bailie Walker waited upon Mr Kiticaid j junior, and afſu- 
red him, that he would endeavout to ſecure him a ſeat in 
council, if he would engage to ſupport the intereſt of 
Sir Laurence Dundas. That ſpirited young gentleman 
rejected the offer with diſdain; and told him, that, if he 
ever was a member of council, he would take care to 
preſerve his independency, and to act agreeably to what he 
conceived to be for the real advantage of the community, 
without regarding the particular intereſt of any indivi- 
dual. Bailie Walker made this propoſition to Mr Kin- 
|  caid, agreeable to his firſt principle; but his ſecond 
prineiple was fatal to Mr Kincaid's election. This is a 
memorable inſtance of the any ba Bailie Walker 8 
political eren! 9 9 85 | 


1 


From theſe two -Antaotaribie n ple, hs 

draws 2 very curious concluſion, That Mr 
«Kincaid and Mr Elder, who were conſidered as 
poſſeſſing both theſe qualifications, (that is, they 


were conſidered to be I/, Reſpectable men, and 


ad, men friendly to the intereſt of Sir Laurence 
Dundas, ) ſhould be fixed upon, Mr Kincaid | 
for che office of chief magiſtrate, and Mr Elder 
for Dean of Guild. That Mr Kincaid and Mir 
Elder were only 'confitered to be men of reſpec- 
table characters, is but an aukward compliment 


to theſe gentlemen. But, as he likewiſe conſi- 
dered them to be friendly to the intereſ? of Sir 
Laurence Dundas, hy did he exert all his influ- 


ence and policy to prevent their election? In or- 
der: to ſecure their elevation to theſe offices, for 
Which he had agreed they were beſt qualified, it 


Was abſolutely neceſſary, and an indiſpenfible part 
of his acknowledged engagement to Provoſt 
Sodart, that he ſhould vote, in all the previous : 


ſteps of election, for reſpectable men only, and 
men whom he knew would forward the general 


intention of reforming and adding dignity and 


importance te. the magiſtracy and council. But 
here Bailie Walker's conduct, had he not afted 


in the face of his fellow <itizens, would have ex- 
| | & ceeded 


( 8272 
ceeded the limits of haman credulity. He exert- 
ed every nerve to prevemt the admiſſion of the 
worthy and reſpectable citizens; becauſe, it 
would appear, he thought it impoſſible that men of 
Virtue and of independent ſpirits could be friend- 
| ly to the intereſt of Sir Laurence Dundas.“ 
Bailie Walker ſeems to be the moſt inconſiſtent 
and inſcrutable of all human beings. When 
be means to compliment, he abuſes; when he tries 
to reaſon, he runs into abſurdity when he pleads 
in defence of his ee, nee o n 
55 duplity. : N 
Bailie Walker, i it is true, that he might werte : 
ſome appearance of decency, gave his voite for - 
the preſent Lord Provoſt, andalſo for Mr Elder's. 
being on the long leet for Dean of Guild. This 
matter requires a little explanation. By a ſolfemm 
compromiſe and engagement, between both par- 
ties, theſe two gentlemen were fixed upon, the one 
ſor chief magiſtrate, the other for Dean of 
Guild. Provoft  Kincaid's clection was ac- 
cordingly | unanimous, becauſe, though Mr 
Laurie's party, by the ſhameful deſertion of 
four members of council, Was now become the | 
| molt numerous, the rejection of. gentleman, fo 
22 oſteemed Chi: hoy 1 Was 
, * conceived 


/ 
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_ conceived to be a meaſure too violent, in the pre- 
ſent fituation of their affairs. But to have admitted 


Mr Elder alſo, would have added, they imagined, 

too much weight to the oppoſite party; and there- 
fore, though the engagement for that gentleman 
was equally folemn, he was ſhamefully rejected; 

and Bailie Charles Innes, whom no man ever con- 
ceived to be one of the moſt reſpectable citizens, 
was ſubſtituted in his place &. This manceuvre 4 

of Bailie Walker is exceedingly curious. He 
voted for Mr Elder on the day of election: But 
he then knew, that his voice could neither hurt his 
new party, nor be of the ſmalleſt benefit to Mr 
Elder s election. The mean deſign was, to have 
che ſemblance of fulfilling his promiſe, while he 
was conſcious of his havin g rendered that LN 
ther impoſſible. | 


2 Baile Innes linen · draper, William Niſbet deacon of 
the weavers, Thomas Sommers glazier, and Bailie Wal- 
ker wine-merchant, were the four men, who, for rea» 
ſons beſt known to themſelves, broke their ſolemnengage- 
ments to their party . ſoon. after Sir Laurence Dun- By 
das appeared in the city. It might be expected that 
' ſhould enter into a detail of their characters and con- 
duct, as well as thoſe of Bailie Walker. But, as Bailie 
Nene, deſertion _ 8 ene regarded as the 

: 4 cauſe 
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; 5 is an unhappy cideuniſtances, char guilt 1 is ne · 

wer lolitary. One bad action is always followed | 

by a ſucceſſive train of wickedneſs, When we 1 
are conſcious of having eommitted' a crime, we | 
Hoſtal feel the ſtings, of remorſe and of ter- 

ror, But, if we are unable to conceal it from 

the obſervation of the public, the mind too often 


1 flies to the ignoble palliatives of falſchood and 
. deceit. A ſenſe of character is one of the ſtrong- 
ett motives to virtue; it is the laſt ſacrifice made 
kind. It was, therefore, excerdingiy natural, 
that Bailie Walker, after he perceived his reputa- - 
tion to have ſuffered an injury by his conduct i 5 1 
the late political ſtruggle, to endeavour to regain 
the eſteem of his fellow<citizens, It is much to 
eithet bim, or the public in this matter. The | 
extreme * expreſſed ir in his letters 3 "the evi | 
Aa of the whole — tranſadtion; I ecnilder. 
ed it be altogether uſeleſs to Tully this Pamphlet with 
more examples of contemptible beings, than were abſo- 
lutely neceſſary to explain the principles of that party, | 
which have too long enſlayed and inſulted their conſtitu- 
ents. They have been amply rewarded by the derellation 
and reſentment of the — | f 8 


| faniry. 
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dent contradictions and inconſiſtencies with which 
they abound *; his deſire to lay hold of the horns of 
the a/tar +, the common refuge of criminals 3 his 


Alternate. Hattery and eee, of Sir Laurence 
f | | Dundas; 5 
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* See his political principles above animadverted upon. 
I It was, I think, after this time,” ſays Bailie Walker, 
in his firſt letter to Provoſt Stodart, P- 3. that you took 
occaſion: to mention to me a young Nobleman in the 
neighbourhood, and an eminent lawyer, with high, and! 
am perſuaded, verꝝ juſt commendation; knowing my de- 


ſire to preſerve the religious privileges of the community. 


you obſerved, that, allowing they were to have The ma- 


nagement of this city, you was confident they would 
| guard againſt bringing i in unacceptable miniſters, and encou- ; 


hg a free e ze Kon, without uſing. the right of preſenta- 


| Again, Letter 2. p. 4. You aſk me, if the inte- 
_ of Sir Laurence Dundas has ſwallowed up every o- 
ther conſideration 25 By ne means. If Sir Laurence 


Hould be active in bringing in unacceptable e into 
che city, b e or otherwiſe,” Kc. 
Bailie Walker has even had the folly, in the zd page 


of his firſt letter, to arraigu the conduct of ow chief Crown 
Lawyer, becauſe he votes, in the General Aſſemblies 9 7 | 


the Church' of Scotland, agreeable to the laws by which 
that church is eſtabliſhed 1 If we knew not the Jeſuitical 


Intention of intcoducing the church into Bailie Walker's . 


defence, we ſhould ES to think that i it ſavoure d of in 
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| Dundas || 5 his never once mentionin g the intereſt 
of the community, but always inſiſting on the in- 
tereſt of this wealthy Baronet, are curious topics, 
and afford ſufficient materials for future ſpecula- 
tion. Tan ſorry that the limits which I have 


pee to mylel, allow me not, at preſent, 0s - 
ik | | 5 ” _Uculs 
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+ Every ſentence of both his defences juſtify this re · 


mark. The following paſſage, in page 5th of his firſt 


| letter, i is curious. You fay he (Sir Laurence) has. done 


nothing for this city ſince he became. -our member: 1 agree 


with you!“ The next ſentence contains a compliment to 


Sir Laurence, Which is Rill more curious: © [ ij he may 


do more, (that is, more than nothing) and hope, that if anyx 


proper plan ſhall be laid before him, for ſerving the city; 
he will exert himſelf to execute it. Sir Laurence, on this 


| occaſion, has been peculiarly uafortunne i in his panegy. 
riſts; A writer in the Conrant of 2 5th September laſt, 
"when defending Sir Laufence's political character, grave- bs 
ly obſerves of him, that he has never yet been accuſed,” 
with any Shadow. of reaſon, of being cigſe ted Again, 
Bailie Walker, 2d letter, p. 4. aſks * What has Sir Lau- 
rence done againſt. the intereſts of this country or city? 
The beſt anſwer this queſtion admits of is, in imitation of 


Bailie Walker 8 firſt letter, to ſay, « that he has done 


'wothing either for or "againſt the intereſt of the city and, 
| al Suben. Weak 8 
bende: are Mar the moſt Aangerous nem | 


conſequently, that he i is a mere politie 
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| diſcub them. I ſhall, therefore, only n up- 
5 on the whole, that Bailic Walker has been peeu- 
| liarly unſucer ſful in the defence of bis political 
| charaQer, though he has made the attempt in” 
two different publications; and, that the hare per- 
| uſal of his letters is ſufficient to. convince every 
man of common ſenſe, that, notwithſtanding all 
his 3 he has ws had the inisfortunc to 
I fhall now er to the confidetanion of 
ſuch arguments as have been urged againſt the 
conduct of Provoſt Stodart, and his friends, The 
„ articles that merit, notice are contained in a 
A4lll̃eIfter addreſled to his Londihip, dated September 
. 24+ and ſigned 4 Citizen. If the facts and rea- 
foning of this writer had been equal to his powers 
* expreſſion, I ſhould never have. attempted to 
i reply. His firſt charge. is that of ingratitude. | 
He ledges, that Provoſt Stodart was promoted 
to be a member of council by Sir Laurence Dun- 
; das; that he is perfonally related to him; and, 
: | therefore, that it was highly ingrateful to defert 
| | his. intereſt, The firſt poſition i is falſe 1 Mr Sto- 8 
dart was a 'wember of the town-council of Edin- 
burgh long belggs Sir Laurence had any connec- 


. nion with the city. Thi fact is known: ta. every 
E inhabitant, F 
| 


4 
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- inhabitant, and cannot admit of controverſy; Ha 
1 6 might, it is true, he promoted to the office o 
chief magiſtratę by the conſent of Sir Laurence, 
or rather of his friends, Mr Laurie, and Mr Simp- 
ſoz; penterer in Edinburgh, and engraver. to his 
Majeſty's mim. But, as to an) previous engage - 
ment, o. diſcharge the duties ob bis offite,, wot ac. 
cording to the determinations of. his own judge - 
ment, or to What he conceiued te be advanta- = 
Mk geous to the community, but to the arbitsary. | = 
wuandates of; Sir Laurence Dundas, thoſe, wha, = 
could, form ſuch am ignoginious. ſuppolition,. are 
| lixtle acquainted with the independent and liberal 
 . . Principles of Provaſt Stodart. If an engagement 
of this nature. could be fixed upon Provoſt Sto- 
ps dart, L ſhould. be the fiolt man to. claſs. him with 
„ Bailie Walker, and the other abuſers of the Ba- 
- ronet ſo often mentioned, But Provoſt Sto- 
, dart never did, non ever could, ſubject himſelf 
to: an obligation, whiely infers every" degree of” © 
mieanneſs and of corruption nickt can Harbour fe 
7 in tl the brealf of A human creature. The whole 5 
train of, his conduct, from the firſt moment be, 
. entered upon. his.office, was generqus,,manly, ant 
totally repugnant to theprinciples aſoribod to him _ 
5 e aner He che ſentiments ese 
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council iti thinking Sir Laurence a proper perſon” 
to repreſent us in parliament : : And he, accor- 
dingly, gave him his voice and his influence at ' 
the laſt general election. He never entertained” 
the idea of oppoſing Sir Laurence's intereſt in 
the city, until, by a perverſe and unſkilful policy,” 
Sir Laurence retuſed to concur with him in rai- 
ſing the magiſtracy and council from the con- 


tempt into which they had juſtly fallen by the 


lo manocuvres of Mr Laurie, to that dignity”. 
and importance which they ought to poſſeſs. He. . 
| conecived i it to be the wantonneſs of cruelty, to 

; exalt men to ſtations, which can ſerve "only "tai! 
mortify them, and' to hold them uß to public cona 
tempt x. Helamented that the name of Magiſtrate, 0 

11 of e ideas 5 ks honour and of Telpett.” 1 


15 * Thoſe' who have attended to the countenances of). 
ſore of our magiſtrates and counſellors for theſe, laſt fif- 
teen years, need no farther explication. 1 mean. not to 
aſperſe their characters. 1 know many of chem to be i in- | 
offenſive and good citizens. | But nature never. deſtined 
them to be judges, or rulers of a great city. A gold- 
chain, or a furred robe, are not to be throw away on 
thoſe who know not their value. Every branch of ma- 
giſtraey is venerable. But hen occupied by i Ignorance: | 
or e, it ſinks in the Mimatin 0 mankind, 
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. had degenerated i into a term of reproach &. Theſe 
© grievances he communicated. to Sir. Laurence, 
and propoſed an eaſy and certain remedy of pre- 
venting t their future exiſtence. But Sir Lau- 
ence, at the inſtigation of Mr Laurie, who knew 
that a a reſpectable magiſtracy would infalibly an- 
nihilate his influence, rejetted eyery plan of refor- 

mation: He went farther ; 3 he abuſed Provoſt 

Stodart, for attempting, without firſt conſulting 

him, any innovation whatever. He forgot the 
promiſe he had made at London, . That nothing 

+ ſhould. be done contrary to. the inclination of 
| C « Provolt. Stodart and bis triends.” But, by this 
time, Sir Laurence had found means to open the 
eyes of Bailie Walker, Bailie Innes ; and Deacon 
N iſhet, and, of courſe, had ſecured a majority of 
the council. After ſuch uſage, is it a matter of 
vonder, that Provoſt Stodart ſhould; cool in bi 
affection to Sir Laurence? If he had acted other- 
wiſe, he would have betrayed. an unpardonable 
Sup: and been Aeg in the ſame propor- 
* 4 dren: fait 4 have obſerved with regret, 
He a new cant phraſe has lately crept into our language. 
If a man makes a fooliſh remark, or if a ſtupid fellow be 
2d, th; he is ripe for . 


mentioned, it is inſtantly re 


an Edinburgh magiftr 


(enen) 
| Vitae, and Og TO incorporated wy in the 
N town. 4 121 os 13> 4:1 185 16 5 
5p . am almoſt aſhamed is mention the only "OY 


| remark that had any appearance of reaſoning in 
"the produktion of this writer. He ſeems to in- 


ſinuate, that a man who has © once acknowled ged . 
His regard or good opinion of another, is bound, 5 
in honour, to go along with Him, not only i in all 
| His views, whatever be their quality, but that 


ſuch an acknowledgement | 5 perpetually binding. 
0 According to this notion, no man muſt pieume- 
to think for himſelf : far leſs mult he pretend to 
reify the errors of his own | judgment, or to dif- 
cover thoſe of his friend. The letter under con 5 
fideration' las tended more to confirm my good. 
opinion of Provoſt Stodart, than all that tias been 
written in his defence. 1 it had been poſfible tb 
furniſh the writer of it with materials of any itt. 
portance, his powers would have beſtowed upon 
them a double value. It muſt be 4 deſperate 
cauſe indeed, when an advocate of ſuch abilities, 
though aided by the inſtructions of 2 party, 
Saen find i it beep" to Nen e el 
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"It has been weakly. a AER that thoſe who, 


opgoſe the meaſures of the council, or who wiſh 
for a reformation in their principles and conduct, 
are enemies to Sir Laurence Dundas, and intend 


only to ſerve themſelves, by putting the manage 
ment of the town's affairs into the hands of ſome 
other great man, whom they have fancied in 
their own imaginations; and that the community, 
of courſe, would not derive the ſmalleſt benefit 


| trom ſuch an innovation; becauſe, fay they, the | 
very men who | now make ſo much noiſe about | 


| 
independent motives, and generoſity | of behavi- 
our, would a& in the fame manner, and upon 


the ſame ſelfiſh principles, if they were able. to 


procure a majority in council. This ſhameful ar- 
gument i is daily repeated in our ſtreets, by the 
few who, ftill find it their intereſt to Ipeak fayour- 
ably of Mr Laurie and his party. ©. hey conſider | 
not, that this argument a amounts to a full acknow. | 
ledgement, that their party are actuated by no 
motives but thoſe of ſelfiſhneſs 8 and rapacity; ; that 
the community which they repreſent has no ſhare 
in their affections, and occupies no portion of 
cheir attention; 3 and that, in a word, they have 
no views, even in in ſupporting the intereſt of Sir 

1 Laurence, | 


if * ) 
Layrence, but what centers in their o own Personal 
emoluments. 3 
I this argument had any 7 Foundation in truth, 

evety good man would mourn, in filence, over 
the univerſal depravity-c of the capital of Scotland. 
But I cannot entertain ſuch a deteſtable opinion 
either of mankind, or of the city where I recęi- 
ved my exiſtence: Arguments of this kind, 0 
when they proceed from thoſe who have had a 
mare! in the adminiſtration of the town's affairs, . 
or from their minions and expettants, betray : a 1 
conſciouſneſs either of actual or of intended galt. 8 

lt i is natural for all men to imagine, that every 
; perſon 1 mult aft from the Tame” motives which 
: ö | influence their own determinations... But, when 
= theſe motives and aQtions are bad, it is both weak 5 
. and dangerous to avow them : And Jet, ach 1 is 

the. ſtate of Mr Laurie's party, that, if you de- 

prive them. of. this argument, you. hut, their 

mouths for ever. T hey admit their own infigni- 


EE and baſench; and, by way « of apology, 
jog EFT. behave in the FE mean and cor- 
rupt manner. | What a are we to tl think of fuch | 
| people le? _Do they. merit any confidence, either! in . 
3 plixate or in 3, "a capacity ? Would any 


truſt them with the management 
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of by fortune ? And, ſhall a liche a malate | 
city continue to give them the diſpoſal of its re- 


venue, of i its olfices, and of its eee in 


the great council of the nation ? 
The preſent oppoſitiBn they affect to bebte 


as chiefly directed againſt Sir Laurence Dundas; 
and perhaps they may alſo confider the writer of 
this pamphlet as an enemy to that gentleman. 
If they ſhould; they will only have the misfortune 
to commit a couple of blunders at once. I have 
already declared myſelf to belong to no party 


and I now declare, that I have not the ſmalleſt 
antipathy againſt Sir Laurence. If he has ex- 
erted his influence in ſupport of men, who are 

both unqualified” for the departments they fill, 


and obnoxious to their fellow · citizens, he muſt 


ſuffer the blame of having acted againſt his own 
| political intereſt, as well as againſt the intereſt of 


his: conſtituents : And, that Mr Laurie prevailed 
vn him co anden he _ now 75 ou 
flble. | 

The teilte that te occurred, and FA 


2 I have traverſed, naturally lead me to 


conſider, whether the effects. of this political bu- 
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a temporary check. But ſtruggles for freedom, 
though at firſt they are ſeldom fo ſucceſsful as to 
gratify all ww wiſh for, yet, when accompanied 
with perſeverance and with vigilance, they never 
fail to bring. advantages that fully — 
the labour we beſt x. 

Ihe incorporated trades of the city: ves in the 
preſent crifis, behaved with an unanimity, and A \ 
ſpirit, that do them honour. It is from this nu- 
merous and uſeful body of men, that the other 
burgeſles are to expect emancipation. from thoſe 
chains with which they have long been fettered. 
By the preſent fet of the borough, neither the or- 
dinary burgeſſes, nor the incorporations, have any 
proper repreſentation in council. The magiſtrates 
and council have, in a great meaſure, the power of 
Nominating their ſucceſſors. When a junto of 
weak or bad men, therefore, unfortunately. ob- 
tain a lead in the council, they fill up the annual 
vacancies with the venal, the time-ſerving, and 
che ignorant] who, in their turn, [nominate their 
— K. 1 hus the circle of 1 Ry and corrup- 
F rad” xi alerts on 


Ori is a -confequenee of this 5 ſet of the botough, 
that Meſſrs Gilbert Laurie, Thomas N 2 8175 
ad, of a later date Mando Hart ſhoe. 
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tion perpetually: + whirls round, and every . 
of, public ſpirit is extinguiſhed i in its votex f. 

For the benefit of ſuch as may not have bad 
an opportunity of peruſing the ſet of the borough, 
and to pave the way for an application to parlia- 
ment for explaining its original intention, and for 
rectifying the abuſes that have been founded on 
it, the following remarks are ſubjoined. 
In the year 16 58, the town- council of Edin - 
burgh, on account of the abuſes committed by 
the practice of allowing the magiſtrates to re- 
main too long in their offices, made an act, limit- 
ing the duration of the Provoſt, Dean of Guild, 
and Treaſurer, to one, or two years at moſt, and 
of the Bailies to one N and ander as old Baie 
lies . POE SYN US e 


| oy pergernaly continued to 52 members of council 
from the time' of their firſt admiſſion. eee 

*  '+7This polluted ſyſtem has received ſo much weld 
ment of late, that, I am'- credibly informed, no perſon is 
received into council, unleſs he not only promiſes to 
mots in the manner he ſhall be directed, but likewiſe finds 
another of the junto t to be eautioner or ſurety, that he will 
Haithfully perform this illegal. engagement: Do the mem- 
bers 'of council take no oath de fideli ? If they 4 how do 


ile matters with their conleſences?: : + 1 + 
WS: of the pet Edinburgh, p 5 
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(* 
Thi act das reſcinded in tlie 166 , And the 
council Were Mowed te continde the knagiſtrares 
as long us they thought proper f. 
On the qth-of March 1673, the — 
| Kldied-'thie ths a 1664 © was prejudicial to 
*the- fundamental Rberties and privileges of 
the borough,” brought a. declarator of their 
rights before the court of eon, * which derern- 
ved for preventing all future encrotchimetits up- | 
on that point; ad ee Ges . aa be © i | [ 
*©xevived F'* in wt 5 — 
nn 1656, te Conell ketied the ud 4858; 
and reſcinded that of 1664. Ks this act is ü- 
_ Fious, and ſcems to ſtrike againſt the very evils 
no complaiſled of by the eitinens, we hall 
make no e for e ſome TIO 
we it. 
8 ſets boch, That ths nt 


< this, and other vill governed nations, do oppoſe 
mot vigoroully.the- perpetuating of magiftrates 
within towns or boroughs; as that which en- 
«hanſes the government (that {6ight to be aer. 8 
5 TY accordit Fn to the merits X the hae ſtito 


4 Ibid. p. . 1 
* If the gt ofpropecy had . be ar 8 
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* by eaſily exclude 1 neighbours 
«from. he government, and might appropriate 
* or embeazle the common good at their pleaſure, 
© and thereby, wreath an igſahfpurtalle pale wpan 
the r of thei fellow-citizens, e | 
t ving _ experience found: many 09 bad 
tages riſing by ſuch unwarrantable and affeQed 
elections, and that, even among the & of per- 
* ſons, hom time and opportunity did too frequent - 
th tempt and corrupt, in ſo far, that it was found 
5 neceffary, hy our predeceſſors, to be preciſe and 

s ſpecial, as ta the time of the continuation of 
their magiſtrates, which, according to the na- 
{ture of all-laws, they did enact in general 
terms, not having an eye to any particular per- 
bons ; well foreſecing, that albeit, ſome perſons 
in the government of the borough, might, for 
tene ot tuo cart, behave themiclves to the ſatiſ- 
faction of the neighbours, knowing their time 
to be fixed and determined by law ʒ yet, that the 
! Tae en en ne 1 left 5 
centagies, I hhodld have n to k. 3 "he 
town council of Edinburgh, in the year 1678, had fore- 
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e their oun freedom and liberty, to perpetuate 


e themſelves in the government, as long as they 
© could, by faction or intereſt, might, in proceſs 
© of time, degenerate and prove corrupt; and that 
© the inconveniency of removing ſuch deſerving” 


< perſo ns from the government of 'the borough, 
cannot, by many degrees, balance the innumera- 


©ble and vaſ? ill conſequences which naturally ö 
and inevitably attend the indefinitneſs and un- 


deter minatneſs of the time, in relation to the 


© continuance of the magiſtrates within this bo- 
© rough 3 eſpecially, ſeeing the affairs of the city 


© can; ſuſtainilittle or no prejudice by the coun- 
. *.ciPs being neceſſitate to remove, from the go- 
vernment, perſons who have given proof of 


«their integrity during their adminiſtration, in 
d regard the remedy is in their on hands; and 


they may, out of a due reſentment of former 
good ſervices, elect of new the ſaid perſons 
© within few years, after they are removed from 
the magiſtracy: Upon all which conſiderations, 
and in reſpect that, in this metropolitant city of 
© the kingdom, there is always a /ufficient number 


of able and 4oell 75 W citizens, fit for the 


( 9 ) 


* magiſtracy thereof “. The Appt laying. a- 


L ſide their own intereſt. and the conſideration 


. of the powers they then poſſeſſed, did,” &: fo 
After this follows the ſame limitation, with regard 
to the duration of the magiſtrates, 2 as is men- 
tioned i in the act 1685. e TAN wy 


The concluſion of this ati is not leſs remarks 


able than i its preamble 0 And the preſent coun- 
6  cil being highly ſenſible-of the many good > 
6 fects which have followed the obſervance of the 
bo aid acts, for ſevcral years paſt, and being deſi- 
© rous to ſhew how willing they are that well-de- 


e ſerving citizens ſhonld have a ſhare in the go- 


6 vernment of this city, by turnt, in which they 
e hope, that every one of them will, by a generous 


« emulation, endeavour to exceed one another in 
« their care of, and kindneſs to the Good Town, | 
c and to extinguiſh all hopes of perpetuating the 


. power in their own hands, or in the hands or 
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* This is a Web view of the 3 wy the 


preſent age. The inhabitants of Edinburgh are. at leaſt 


tripled ſince this act of council was made, and yet our. 


preſent rulers could neyer procure a Sufficient number of. 


able and well qualified citizens to fill the office of magiſtra- 
9 and council for a 3 gle FE 14 
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c ſuch As Galt be advanced ads wn tine to. 


c ming, &c. they have ON dained the "Rid a@to 
© be printed.” | 5 8 | PINION 9 
From the general 2g Way" a 5 an. 
council of Edinburgh, for above a dozen of) years 
paſt, I was naturally led to entertain a very con- 
remptible idea both of their underſtandi ings and 
| of their hearts. But 1 the peruſal of the above 4e 
convinced me, that there was a period, when they 
deſerved to be conſidered. in a very different 
light, Every ſentence 1 have quoted. breathes 
a ſpirit of genuine patriotiſm | and diſintereſted · 
nelß; 5 and the whole compoſition difcoversa depth 
of reflection, and ; a knowledge of mankind, that 
R would do honour to any fociety in in Europe, Ye 
| ſttle, narrow-minded, jobbing politicians of 5 mo- 
dern days! read this, and ſinular' acts of your 
4 anceſtors, a and bluſh for your own. Haughtineſs z 
bluſh for the diſgrace you have brought upon a 
; council, which, near a century ago, could utter 
the ſentiments of philoſophers, and act froin m- 
tives that were not only Juſt, but truly generous: 
and noble. Here we have an example of a town." 
council, anxious tö rect) . not only its own er. 
rors, but to eradicate” every. ſeed of bitars is cor. 
ruption. What @ contralt Our preſent rulers 
_—-yY ſhudder 
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| Mudder at che yery idea of reformation. Nei- 
ther is it ſurpriſing that they ſhould. They de- 
rive their exiſtence from evident abuſe; and eve- 
ry ſtep towards, i unproyemeat,, they Juilly conſider 
ass blow to their power.. 
hut ye ought nat ta, deſpair. | By Readily per- 
ſeyering in the plan which Provoſt. Stodart ſug- 


g*{t5d, and which has, obtained. the ſanction of 


the incorporations, and of all the independent | 
y ſtill be enabled to teſtore 


= this ancient city ien kane 1 and 1 im- 
n 


9 „% We, 11 


1c. the woc 


2 Reahe.ſcof the city 5 


tions nor. the merchants and other burgeſſes 5 
. who belong not to the incorporated trades, tho”. 
they conſtitute by. far the moſt numerous and, 
moſt wealthy, part of. the inhabitants, have any: 


prpper repreſentation in council. But I am. 
not lawyer enough to point out the neceſſary Al- 


texations that the preſent ſet ought to undergo, 


uhr the proper mode of applying to parliament tor 
that purpoſe.. For this, and many other articles, 


the incorporations a and burgeſſes have eaſy acceſs 
to, the beſt, aſſitayce and advice. I recommend | 


an application to varkament, in place of the con- 
yention of boroughs, for three reaſons : 1, Be. 


cauſe the meeting of convention is too diſtant. 
| _ 


UN. 


ay - | 


a4. Becauſe sn Hodbeful'if dic koventioa C4 
0 give tlie; Sq „ zah Becauſe an act of Perka“ 


ment cannot be ſuſpended.” PW 0 Is Cl ave 
I cannot conclude; withoüt quoting a paſſage 


from Provoſt Stodart” 8 anſwer to Bailie Walker, 


which ſcems to have eſcaped moſt of our late po- 


| litical writers. . Recollect, 1 beg of you, that; 


. 
”— — 


in a conyerfation i upon the fubject of our reſo=! 
5 lution to carry through our wenſures, even * 


1 tho Sir Laurctice ſhould continue to declare a- 
gainſt them, you mentioned your” enrateY 
* that you might fail, if the other party had Sir“ 


8 Laurence to ſupport them, unleſs we had a I 


E "perſon of equal conjeguentt at our head ; atid that 
« otherwiſe we would be a rope of and, as bur 
© party - would not ſtick together. Mr EIder and 


5 argued apon the poſſibility of preſerving; in 


0 a great meaſure, the towns independence be 


5 on any great man whatever, Kc. 
This pallage affords two obyidus remarks : 


1/}, That Baie Walker, a little before Sir Lat 
rence's arrival it in Edinburgh, ' Gtertained Jari | 


: intentions of acting! in direct oppolition to the 1 


: tereſt of 


chat Baronet, whom he now affe cls to 


4 1 2 2011 i 
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(1 
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(3). 


0 worſhip as the idol of his heart *. "This Baile 
Walker has never attempted to deny, tho', to 5 


— 


every other perſon, it appears to be the heavieſt 


charge brought againſt him by Provoſt S todart, 

ane puts his conduct in the moſt inconſiſtent re 
and attrocious light : And, 2dly, That Pro- 

voſt Stodart, in his plan of reforming the coun- 

cil, was actuated by no other motives, than the No 

| real advantage, as well as the honour” of the . 

ty; and that, to theſe important objects, he was 

willing to ſacrifice the intereſt of any aſſuming | 

individual, however great or opulent. This laſt 
idea i is not only noble, but it is in the power of ; » 

| be frugal of 2 

| the public money ; if they be virtuous, and act 0 

upon independent principles, they will ſoon diſ. 5 

cover, that their hoſpitals and charities have RO: 
occaſion for ignominious largeſſes from any 1 in 8 


the citizens to realize it. If th 


185 tereſted rande * the 3 ED 


* See Bailie Walker's two FJerters,- and the account of = 


% hi political prince go above. 8 
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